The most common storage devices are magnetic. A magnetic storage device works by applying electrical charges to iron filings on revolving media, orienting each filing in one direction or another to represent a zero or a one.

Magnetic storage devices are popular because they provide an inexpensive means of recording large amounts of information. Furthermore, the media used by magnetic storage devices can be read, erased, or rewritten, and can therefore be used over and over. Because these media are magnetic, they should be kept away from magnets, such as those found in telephones, which can wreak havoc with the information stored on them.

