New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

Outreach Technology Procedure
Assistive technology is a commonly accepted avenue toward providing a Free and Appropriate Public Education for students who are blind or visually impaired. Almost 30 years of research and experience has demonstrated that the education of children with disabilities can be made more effective 
 by supporting the development and use of technology, including assistive technology devices and assistive technology services to maximize accessibility for children with disabilities.
 Through the process of conducting a Functional Vision Evaluation and Learning Media Assessment, it can be determined which, if any devices and programs, will be necessary for a student with a visual impairment to be successful in his/her learning environment. An assistive technology device means any item, piece of equipment or product system…that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of a child with a disability…ensur[ing] that all children with disabilities have available to them a free and appropriate education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education, employment, and independent living.

There are a limited number of vendors, products, and resources available to address the needs of students who are blind or visually impaired. The software programs and hardware available for the specialized needs of students who are blind or visually impaired are almost exclusively run on PC or PC compatible computers that “run” at least Windows XP or later.
While many districts employ their own Technology Specialist, and they are most certainly an important part of the educational support team, they are not the “most highly qualified individual” when it comes to the assistive technology services for students with visual impairments.  A Certified Teacher for the Visually Impaired is the individual most qualified to determine which, if any, devices are appropriate for the special needs of a blind or visually impaired student by way of the Functional Vision and Learning Media Assessment. It is typically expected that the Certified Teacher for the Visually Impaired will provide the assistive technology service for those students with visual impairments.  The term “assistive technology service” is defined by PL 108-446 as service that directly assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition or use of any assistive technology devices.
 This process includes the evaluation of the needs of such child, including a functional evaluation of the child in the child’s customary environment, 
 the training or technical assistance for such child, or, where appropriate, the family of such child, 
 and the training or technical assistance for professionals.

With regard to the discomfort of making a statement related to the technology needs of a student with a visual impairment in the IEP document, the reason the law defines the members of the IEP team that must be present at the IEP meeting, is so that the representation needed to make decisions is present. 
The term “IEP Team” means a group of individuals composed of the parents of a child with a disability, at least one regular education teacher of such child (if the child is, or may be, participating in the regular education environment), at least one special education teacher, or where appropriate, at least one special education provider of such child, and a representative of the local educational agency who
 is qualified to provide, or supervise the provision of, specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of children with disabilities
, is knowledgeable about the availability of resources of the local educational agency,
 an individual who can interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results, who may be a member of the team described in clauses (ii) through (vi) of PL 108-446
; at the discretion of the parent or the agency, other individuals who have knowledge or special expertise regarding the child, including related services personnel as appropriate
; and whenever appropriate, the child with a disability.

Therefore, after considering  the strengths of the child, concerns of the parents for enhancing the education of their child; the results of the initial or most recent evaluation of the child; and the academic, developmental, and functional needs of the child
 it must be established in the IEP document which instructional systems, materials, and devices will create the Least Restrictive Environment for the student and comply with Section 602(9) of Free Appropriate Public Education, whereby the special education services and related services that meet the standards of the State Educational agency
 and are provided in conformity with the IEP under section 614(d)
.  
Furthermore, each public agency must ensure that assistive technology devices or assistive technology services, or both, as those terms are defined in Section 300.5 and 300.6, respectively, are made available to a child with a disability if required as a part of the child’s
 special education under Section 300.36
, related services under Section 300.34
, supplementary aids and services under Section 300.38 and 300.114(a)(2)(ii)
 or on a case-by-case basis, the use of school-purchased assistive technology devices in a child’s home or in other settings is required if the child’s IEP Team determines that the child needs access to those devices in order to receive a Free Appropriate Public Education
.
In conclusion, it is appropriate for the Certified Teacher for the Visually Impaired to make recommendations as to the type of technology necessary for a student who is blind or visually impaired within the setting of an IEP meeting.  
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