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1.
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

1.1
The NMSBVI curriculum is designed to provide an individualized educational program unique to each student's needs based upon current and measurable objectives which are reviewed annually by the IEP Committee.  The curriculum will include specific services to meet the developmental and educational needs of students who are blind or visually impaired or have significant challenges to learning in addition to visual impairment.  The school will provide short-term and long-term placement alternatives and extend a variety of services to parents, public schools, institutions and agencies throughout New Mexico.

2.
PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES

2.1.
NMSBVI provides a free appropriate public education (FAPE) designed to meet the unique and identifiable needs of students with a visual impairment and to meet the developmental and educational needs of students who have significant challenges to learning in addition to a visual impairment.  NMSBVI serves students from birth through twenty-one years of age.  School age for special education purposes, includes those students from his/her third birthday through the school year in which the student concludes his (her) 21st year, or until a planned course of study is completed. NMSBVI provides birth through three services statewide through its Family, Infant, and Toddler program.    

2.2
When a student’s placement is the residential campus in Alamogordo, educational services are provided at no cost to the parent/guardian. NMSBVI ensures that students have access to the variety of educational programs and services that are available to nondisabled children within the state of New Mexico. Arrangements have been made for the provision of nonacademic and extracurricular services and activities to ensure that a child who is blind or visually impaired participates with nondisabled children to the maximum extent possible.


2.3
In order to be eligible for placement in NMSBVI special education programs, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee will affirm that the student is identified as a student with a visual impairment as defined in federal and state regulations and that the student needs services in addition to or in place of a regular public school program.  The IEP Committee will further ensure that provisions will be made to educate students who are blind and visually impaired with nondisabled students to the maximum extent appropriate in both curricular and non-curricular settings.  Placement will be individually determined and based on multi-evaluation criteria.  The placement will be reviewed at least annually and will be based on the individualized educational program.  


2.4
The decision for residential placement will be made by the IEP Committee and will include representatives of the student's district of residence, NMSBVI personnel as well as the student’s parent(s) and the student when appropriate.  Placement in the residential program will be considered in light of the following: any potentially harmful effect a residential placement might have on the student; specific needs of the student related to his/her vision loss; availability of vision related services in the district. 

2.5
NMSBVI will identify the educational and related service needs of each child without regard to whether NMSBVI currently has available the services to meet all identified needs.

3.
Refer to NMSBVI Policy No. 526, Procedures for the Provision of Special Education Services for Students with Disabilities and Gifted Students and the NMSBVI Student/Family Handbook for specific policies and procedures for each aspect of the NMSBVI educational program.
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