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GENERAL POLICY

It is the policy of the New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired to adhere to Federal and State Regulations when accepting students that will receive itinerant services.   Federal definition for students with visual impairment according to the IDEA 2004: Section 300.8(c)(13) and New Mexico Special Education Regulations effective June 29, 2007 define a visual impairment, including blindness as an impairment in vision that, even with correction, adversely affects a child's educational performance. The term includes both partial sight and blindness.  

The New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired provides the following itinerant services:
Ages Birth-3:

Children, birth to three years of age, who reside in the state and who have been diagnosed with a visual impairment or blindness, or who are at risk for a diagnosis of a visual impairment or blindness are eligible for direct and/or consultative services. 

Before 3, referrals are accepted from parents or other family members, medical providers, birth-3 agencies, or anyone concerned about a child’s vision. Eligibility for services is determined by eye report and/or performance on a functional vision evaluation. Children who have not yet reached their third birthday, may be served if they are determined, by assessment, to be at risk for a vision impairment diagnosis. All services are delivered in one of the child’s natural environments. Service time is determined by the IFSP team.

NMSBVI’s Birth-3 program is an integrated part of the New Mexico Department of Health’s Family, Infant Toddler (FIT) Program. A state level memorandum of understanding is in place that describes the relationship between NMSBVI and the New Mexico Department of Health’s FIT program.

Ages 3--High School Graduation:

When a student transitions from Part C to Part B services, all direct VI services become the responsibility of the school district who serves the student. As a support, the following services are available to districts from NMSBVI. 

· Evaluations specific to visual impairment designed to  help a student’s IEP team determine eligibility for services as a student with a visual impairment; 
· Low Vision Clinics with student follow-up and support services (available to children before age 3); 
· Assistive technology assessments with follow-up consultations; 
· Vision specific consultation and training to classroom staff, educational team members and families;
· Mentorship support services to public school teachers enrolled in personnel preparation program to become a teacher of the visually impaired or an orientation and mobility specialist;
· State-wide training opportunities. 
Referrals are accepted throughout the year from districts, families and health care providers. When a school age student is referred for an evaluation, NMSBVI will contact the local school district and work with their personnel to determine if the student qualifies for NMSBVI evaluation services. 

To determine eligibility for services, all children/students must have a current (within one year) eye report stating that the student has a visual impairment. NMSBVI will perform a functional vision assessment and learning media assessment to determine the impact of the visual impairment on the student’s learning. When the assessment process is complete, the student’s IEP committee will determine both the need for services and the service delivery model.  An IEP will be developed by the District with participation by NMSBVI. 
NMSBVI is accredited by NCA Quality Schools and is part of NM Public Education Department. Students receiving services have all the rights of a child with a disability as established by federal and state law.  The LEA remains responsible for assuring the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child and is ultimately responsible for the appropriate level of vision specific support required by the student.  
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