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1.
PURPOSE.

Braille, a reading and writing system, ensures fundamental literacy for individuals with visual impairments. 
2. GENERAL.

The New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired supports The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 34 CFR which provides; 

§300.346(a)(2)(iii) In the case of a child who is blind or visually impaired, provide for instruction in Braille and the use of Braille unless the IEP Team determines, after an evaluation of the child’s reading and writing skills, needs, and appropriate reading and writing media (including an evaluation of the child’s future needs for instruction in Braille or the use of Braille), that instruction in Braille or the use of Braille is not appropriate for a child;  

The following tenets support NMSBVI’s position on Braille instruction.
a. Braille, as a reading and writing medium, is equal to print.

b. Braille instruction will be provided to achieve optimal reading and writing performance.

c.
Students can acquire Braille skills that will make them competitive in the employment market.
c. Braille is fundamental to literacy and literacy is fundamental to success at school, home, and work.

Print will not be recommended as the primary reading and writing medium unless there is strong indication, through assessment, that the student can use print efficiently, comfortably and without fatigue for school and pleasure reading.  Braille instruction will be a priority consideration for students with degenerating eye conditions.    

3. POLICY.

1.
All literacy decisions will be based on a current Learning Media Assessment (LMA). Students will participate in short-cycle assessments throughout the year to assess all aspects of Braille knowledge. 
2.
Braille reading and writing goals will be determined during the IEP process.  
3.
Braille instruction will be provided as follows:


a.
Students are required to use Braille in all aspects of NMSBVI life.


b.
In the case of students who have been using print, the IEP team will recommend the pace of the transition from print to Braille.  


c.
Students will be required to learn Braille tactually.


d.
The acquisition of information by auditory mode is not a substitute for Braille skills.  It is understood that a student cannot learn grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, or mathematics through auditory means.
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