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OBJECTIVE
The purpose of this policy is to establish the process that will be followed when intervening during a student crisis.  This Policy and Procedure complies with Section 43-1-10 NMSA 1978.
PROCEDURE
1. The crisis intervention team will include the following members: 
· The MANDT Instructors

· The Mental Health Counselor and/or Behavioral Support Specialist
· The Director of Student Services, and/or Superintendent

· Health Services Supervisor and/or school nurse(s)

2. When direct care staff cannot de-escalate a student who is in crisis, the staff member will contact the head of the crisis response team. The head of the crisis response team will contact other members to assist as needed.  MANDT techniques should be employed first to attempt to de-escalate the situation and keep all parties safe.  If MANDT fails and a dangerous situation exists, call 911.  The School’s nurses may be called as needed.  At night, the nurse can be called for assistance, and 911 called as appropriate.  At night, the head of the response team should be notified as soon as staff who are involved are able to place the call.

3. Per Section 43-1-10 NMSA 1978, a Peace Officer or School Psychologist will determine if, in their opinion, the student “as a result of mental disorder, presents a likelihood of serious harm to himself or others and that immediate detention is necessary to prevent such harm.”

4. An attempt will be made by the head of the crisis support team to notify the parent(s)/guardian(s) before any transport to the hospital occurs.  If unable to reach the parent or guardian prior to transport, the head of the crisis support team will notify the family as soon as possible.

5. If the student de-escalates without need for hospital evaluation, the Director of Student Services, or designee, will notify the parents of the incident within 24 hours.

6. If detention and hospital evaluation is deemed necessary, the student will be transported to a hospital by a Peace Officer.  For obvious safety reasons, a student in psychiatric crisis should never be transported by NMSBVI staff without a Peace Officer.  If the Peace Officer deems it necessary, NMSBVI staff may ride with the student to the hospital to help ensure the student’s safety and sense of security during transport.

7. A staffing will be coordinated by the Director of Student Services, or designee, within 2 working days to review the incident.

8. If a student is admitted to a psychiatric treatment facility, the treating physician must provide written documentation that they are cleared to return to school. Whenever possible, a staffing between the treatment team of the hospital and NMSBVI staff should take place before the student returns to school.
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